76                   LANDING   ON  LONG   ISLAND,

New York, and at the entrance joined the very
fleet with which 1 had so much wished to sail,
and of which ours, in fact, was the second part.
On the ISth 1 got quit of the recruits to my great
satisfaction., and joined my company on Station
Island. About the 20th we embarked in boats
for Long Island,, and landed, without opposition,
in Gravesend Bay; marched six miles inland, and
halted till the 26th. A large body of the Ame-
ricans near us keeping up a fire from behind walls
and trees. About four P.M. of the 26th struck
tents, and lay on our arms during the night about
three miles from Bedford ; and though in summer,,
it was the coldest night I have experienced tip to
this time (25thNovember). Such sudden changes
of climate are not uncommon here* The weather
is now most unnaturally hot and close, after severe
frosts.

"At daybrealj, the 27th, the light infantry
attacked and forced several small posts which the
Americans had on the road leading to their lines at
Bedford. This appeared to be the first notice they
had of our being near to them. About nine we fired
two signal guns to a part of the army under Ge-
neral Grant, who was to mak^ a feint in the front
of the Americans, while we got round to their rear :
and immediately marched briskly up to them,
when, almost witliout firing a shot, they abandoned
their post,, and retreated to their lines under cover
of their guns (these they also evacuated tvro or